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January’s Reflection 

 

The nearest major feast is Candlemas (Feb2.) – the Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple, also the 

Purification of Our Lady. I thought it to be worthwhile to meditate on the latter theme. The Bible quotes 

are from the New Jerusalem translation which you can read online at http://www.catholic.org/bible if  

you desire to read them in their broader context. 

 

 

1. You may wish to read the parts of the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, which refer to these 

events (I have left space, so you can make notes of any thought or inspiration you wish to share later)  

“22 And when the day came for them to be purified in keeping with the Law of Moses, they took him up 

to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord- 

 

23 observing what is written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must be consecrated to the 

Lord- 

 

24 and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what is prescribed in the Law of the Lord, a pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons” 

 

 

2. Here is a reflection from Saint Josemaria Escriva (1931) which you may (or may not) find useful to 

guide you in your own meditation. You are welcome to bring with yourself and share any other 

reflection. 

“When the time has come for the mother’s purification in accordance with the Law of Moses, the Child 

must be taken to Jerusalem to be presented to the Lord. (Lk. 2.22) And this time it will be you, my friend, 

who carries the cage with the doves.  

Just think: She – Mary Immaculate! – submits to the Law as if she were defiled.  Through this example, 

foolish child, won’t you learn to fulfil the holy law of God regardless of any personal sacrifice?  

Purification! You and I certainly do need purification. Atonement, and more than atonement, love. Love, 

as a searing iron to cauterize our soul’s uncleanness, and as a fire to kindle with divine flames the 

wretchedness of our hearts.”  

http://www.catholic.org/bible
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3. If you turn the page, you find the parts from the Old Testament, mentioned by the Evangelist. You 

can read these as well, meditate or just simply think about them. What do they possibly mean? Why 

does ancient Israel need such laws? What happens to this law in the new and everlasting covenant?  

1. The Torah (Mosaic Law) concerning the first-born children (Exodus, chap. 22) 

“28. You will give me the first-born of your children.  

 

29. You will do the same with your flocks and herds. For the first seven days the first-born will stay with 

its mother, on the eighth day you will give it to me.” 

 

 

2. Purification of a woman after childbirth (Leviticus, chap. 12) 

2 "If a woman becomes pregnant and gives birth to a boy, she will be unclean for seven days as when in 
a state of pollution due to menstruation. 

 

3 On the eighth day the child's foreskin must be circumcised, 

 

4 and she will wait another thirty-three days for her blood to be purified. She will not touch anything 
consecrated nor go to the sanctuary until the time of her purification is over. 

 

5 "If she gives birth to a girl, she will be unclean for two weeks, as during her monthly periods; and will 
wait another sixty-six days for her blood to be purified. 

 

6 "When the period of her purification is over, for either boy or girl, she will bring the priest at the 
entrance to the Tent of Meeting a lamb one year old for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon or 
turtledove as a sacrifice for sin. 

 

7 The priest must offer this before Yahweh, perform the rite of expiation for her, and she will be purified 
from her discharge of blood. "Such is the law concerning a woman who gives birth to either a boy or a 
girl. 

 

8 If she cannot afford a lamb, she must take two turtledoves or two young pigeons, one for the burnt 
offering and the other for the sacrifice for sin. The priest will perform the rite of expiation for her and 
she will be purified." ' 


